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FRIENDS OF THE ACADEMY – CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 2017                                 
 
I’m pleased to report that our organisation has had another successful year, is in a strong 

financial position and supported more than 130 WAAPA students while still offering many benefits 

to our members.  

 

As in previous years, we recognise the need to remain relevant to our membership and continue trying to 

achieve this goal by adding innovative ideas. Most of our initiatives have been successful, and consequently 

contribute to the sound financial position that we enjoy. We certainly recognise that our biggest asset is our 

membership and I take this opportunity to express thanks and appreciation to all members of the Friends who 

have supported us so strongly for the year.  

 

NEW RULES OF ASSOCIATION: 
A sub-committee met regularly throughout the year to amend the existing Constitution to comply with the 

Western Australian Department of Commerce, Consumer Protection’s ‘Rules for Incorporated Associations’. 

The new Legislation came into force in July 2016. A sub-committee of Angela Bromfield, Ros Jennings Grant 

Harman and myself spent many hours under the guidance of Marshall McKenna and Samer Aljanabi, lawyers 

from Gilbert and Tobin who provided pro-bono advice, to rewrite our new Friends of the Academy Rules of 

Association. The Rules will be presented for ratification at the AGM on March 12. 

 

COMMITTEE:  
Headed by myself as Chairman, the Friends Committee consists of Angela Bromfield, Carol Schembri, Chris 

Hart, Lyn Cuthbert, Ros Jennings, Tanya Tsirigotis, Grant Harman and Don Allen. Sadly, Don and Grant have 

decided not to nominate for re-election in 2017 and I take this opportunity to acknowledge and thank them 

personally for their time, effort and hard work that they’ve put into our Committee and the organisation as a 

whole.  

. 

The Committee met officially 11 times during the year and each member assisted at more than 8 fundraising 

functions. The late nights and the clean-up after the fundraisers is a real test for all of us but the esprit de corps 

has kept us going. The organisation’s success is owed to their dedication and generous gift of their time. As 

their Chairman, my sincere, personal thanks go to them for their friendship and good humour.  

 
‘AFTER SHOW’ SUPPER ACTIVITIES:  
We no longer have many fundraising events throughout the year except for the Annual ECU Open Day BBQ. 

Fundraising WAAPA performances have been replaced with supper events for the audience of particular shows. 

Apart from the usual complimentary food and drink for patrons we now include interviews by Ros Jennings with 

performers that are videoed and put onto our website. 

 

I urge all members to give priority to attending designated Friends events, highlighted in the Academy calendar, 

and enjoy the extra benefits of post-performance refreshments and to meet and chat to the performers, at no 

extra cost. 
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STUDENT WELFARE:  
While the Friends still offer new arrivals assistance through the Student Hosting Scheme, it seems 

that WAAPA students have taken over this role themselves and as a result almost negated the need 

for the Friends to be involved. Our assistance is still offered to students requiring help but the number has 

decreased dramatically 

.  

ECU OPEN DAY BBQ: 

Once again, the Friends manned a stall at the ECU Open Day serving hamburgers, hot dogs and drinks to the 

hungry crowd. As has become a recurring welcome result by day’s end, we were sold out and made a profit that 

directly benefitted WAAPA students. The Committee, helped by other FOA members, manned the barbecues 

for most of the day and I take this opportunity to thank the 30 or so volunteers who laboured all day to achieve a 

wonderful result. Committee member Chris Hart ably coordinated the very successful event from preliminary 

organisation to the final ‘sold out’ status at the end and earns our well-deserved vote of thanks. 

 

TOURS OF THE ACADEMY: 
 Four Tours were run again this year, and seem to be as popular as ever, having been sold out well before the 

time they took place. Thanks for organisation beforehand goes to Tanya Tsirigotis. Committee member Lyn 

Cuthbert assisted with the running and organisation of the tours on the day and Peter Cowan and Suzanne Da 

Silva coordinated the tours from the WAAPA’s side and help to persuade lecturers to allow sticky-beaking into 

their classes.  

 

MEMBERSHIP:  
The more than 950 Friends who provided email addresses have enjoyed a steady stream of WAAPA news, 

reminders and last-minute updates on performances, which other Friends miss out on because the volume, time 

constraint and rising cost of this additional information makes conventional post unviable.  

 

The Box Office online ticketing has been fully implemented and because it’s available 24 hours a day 

members can book any time. However, it’s not available during the Friends priority booking period. This is to 

preclude non-members from booking before bookings go online to the general public. 

 

Finally, without the full cooperation and assistance of WAAPA staff and especially the Director, Ms Julie Warn, 

many of our functions would not take place. All staff recognise the contribution that the Friends make to the 

University and give their wholehearted and willing support to all our ventures. 

 

In closing, I take this opportunity to record my personal vote of thanks to them all for this fruitful partnership and 

for making WAAPA an institution so worthy of our collective support.  

 

 

Kevin Button  

Chairman, Friends of the Academy 
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