
Nominations for positions on The Friends of The Academy Committee 2025 

Chairperson 

Donna McFetridge 

Following the resignation of our long-term Chairperson I have stepped into the role as I have previously 
been Vice-Chair as well as the Grants Administrator.   I would like to nominate for the position of 
Chairperson in 2025 to provide some continuity for the Committee as we build on the excellent work of 
The Friends.    My career has primarily been within the tertiary education sector, including three years as 
the School Manager at WAAPA, so I have a good understanding of the challenges faced by staff and 
students.   I have much admiration for those who contribute to the Arts, and I’m very proud of the work 
done by The Friends of The Academy to support graduating students. 

 

 

 

Vice Chair 

Jacqui Macliver 

My name is Jacqui Macliver, and I am responsible for ensuring that the Academy tour runs smoothly on 
the day of the tour.    Peter Cowan leads the tours and is an excellent ambassador.    The tours are one of 
the fundraisers conducted by The Friends.  It is a pleasure to meet people and to be able to showcase the 
wonderful work of the WAAPA students and staff. I could not do what I do without the wonderful support 
of those silent helpers who came along each time and supported me, so a very big thank you to all of you.    
I am happy to nominate for the Committee again in 2025 for the position of Vice-Chair, and also happy to 
continue with the organisation of the tours. 



 

 

 

 

Secretary 

Richard Hyde 

I'm a passionate supporter of WAAPA and its students having been a Life Member of the Friends since 
2016. I joined the committee last year and now seek to become more involved as Secretary as WAAPA 
undertakes the exciting move into the City Campus in 2026. I'm looking forward to continuing the work to 
make the Friends a vibrant and more open organisation that values its members, continues to grow its 
support to the students, and is well respected in the arts community as unique and consequential. 

 

 

Treasurer 

Currently seeking nominations 

 

 



Committee Members 

Andrew Firman  

With over 45 years’ experience in the Arts & Entertainment industry managing large venues and more 
recently involved in Project Management around the construction and refurbishment of venues such as 
RAC Arena, HBF Park and the Sam Kerr Football Centre, and as father of a WAAPA graduate, I am a 
passionate supporter of young and emerging talent.  

By rejoining the Friends committee, I hope to bring my experience to continue the important charter and 
grow the organisations ability to assist the development and promotion of WAAPA and, most importantly, 
its alumni.  

 

 

Lesley Walker  

I have a lifelong connection to the performing and visual arts and an ongoing association with WAAPA since 

2009, regularly attending performances across all genres.  My daughter, Rhiannon, is a theatre set, and costume 

designer and I have been a member of the Friends of the Academy (FOA) for more than 12 years, joining when 

she was a WAAPA student. 

Before retiring I worked in both the UK and WA Public Service, most recently as a Senior Policy Officer and 

manager for the Department of the Premier and Cabinet.  In this role I negotiated, drafted and coordinated over 

40 Commonwealth-State arrangements for WA to provide ongoing and varied services to the Indian Ocean 

Territories.  I believe I can use my skills and enthusiasm to contribute to the FOA committee and to support the 

wonderfully talented WAAPA students.     I am also a member of the South of the River Potters’ Club, where I 

enjoy making ceramics, and a volunteer for Save the Children. 



 

 

Angela Bromfield 

As an existing committee member, I offer myself for re-election to the Friends of the Academy committee for 

2025. Over many years, I gained considerable administrative experience as the Librarian for the Aboriginal 

Legal Service of WA and Secretary for the Friends of the Academy.  For the past 13 years I have held the 

position of Secretary on the Committee and feel that it is time for other committee members to have the 

opportunity to take on this role.   Having been on the Committee for such a lengthy period, I feel that I can pass 

on much knowledge to the general committee and work to support WAAPA students. 

 

 

 

 

 



Lyn Cuthbert 

I have been passionate about theatre since I was ‘knee-high to a grasshopper’, so when I was approached to join 

the Friends Committee, I jumped at the opportunity to support WAAPA students. Over the past seventeen years, 

I have had the privilege of becoming friends with hundreds of WAAPA graduates, and I burst with pride when I 

see them on stages across Australia.  I admire their commitment and resilience of the students, particularly in 

these difficult times. In conclusion, I feel honoured to continue supporting the students and especially their 

families, who have sacrificed so much financially for their children. 

 

 

 

 

Linley Harris 

I am Perth born and bred and developed a passion for both the performing arts and volunteering at an early age.   

I spent many of my younger years living abroad and working in high-end travel and tourism, mostly in sales and 

marketing roles or logisitics and planning.  For some years I ran my own business and also freelanced as a copy 

writer/travel writer. 

My time working in the travel industry afforded me the opportunity to consume large amounts of theatre and 

live performances of every kind across four continents. 

My volunteering journey started young also, as a St. John’s Ambulance cadet from age 14 and continues to this 

day as I am an active volunteer with various organisations from community based to larger scale emergency 

services operations. 

I have also previously sat on the board of a professional travel industry association; a school board as parent 

representative and been involved with my children’s school P&C associations on either committees or just as 

‘hand up to help out’ as time permitted.  In the P&C roles I was always involved in fundraising, promotional 

activities or events planning. 

I have two adult children – a son who works in the energy industry and my daughter who is a recent WAAPA 

graduate (Stage Management). My daughter is currently working for Melbourne Theatre Company having 

completed her secondment there earlier in the year. My passion certainly rubbed off on her and she is absolutely 

doing what she loves most. I have a less exciting job, working as a facilities manager for a national disability 

accommodation provider! 



I had a short stint on the FOTA committee previously but had to step away for personal reasons. I would be 

delighted to be considered again. I feel that I can bring ideas, capability and enthusiasm to the role particularly 

around promoting the group and raising funds to support the young talent coming through, whilst giving me an 

opportunity to ‘give back’ for the wonderful opportunity given to my daughter 

 

 

 

 

 

John Broadhead 

John has a passionate interest in the arts, and particularly in classical music.     John currently has a child 

studying at WAAPA. 

 



 

 

 

Di Collins 

My name is Di Collins, and I have been a supporter of the arts, including WAAPA, for much of my adult life. I 

have been a ‘Friend of the Academy’ for a number of years and attended performances regularly until my 

husband became ill a few years back, ultimately passing away.    My interest in the arts is broad, with my 

current direction being to support the incredible young talent we have here in WA, which I hope to do through 

the Friends of Academy Committee.  I wish to continue my support of the talented young artists who study at 

WAAPA and I will continue to organise the Summer Gala Soiree to raise funds for the benefit of the students.     

 

 

 

 


